THE WITNESS

FRANCIS STREET FIRST
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
110 NORTH 12TH STREET. ST. JOSEPH, MO 64501
The Pledge of Allegiance
I pledge allegiance to the Flag, Of the United States
of America And to the Republic for which it stands,
One Nation, under God, Indivisible, with Liberty
and Justice for All.
On July 4th, the Continental Congress formally
adopted the Declaration of Independence, which
had been written largely by Jefferson. Though the
vote for actual independence took place
on July 2nd, from then on, the 4th became the day
that was celebrated as the birth of American
independence. (www.history.com)
Happy Fourth of July! Have a safe and happy
holiday.

The office will be closed on July 5th, 2021,
and the week of July 12th, 2021, as our
Administrative Assistant will be on
vacation.
Thank you for understanding.

We would like to collect recipes to create Thank you, watering team for taking such
a church cookbook. Please submit your good care of the outdoor plants/flowers!
recipes! There is a basket on the table in
the back of the Sanctuary or you can email Team: Candy Sheehan, Bob Douglass, &
them to the office.
Jennifer Tanguay.
Backup: Karen Gibson & Grandchildren,
Shirley Twombly, and Don & Wanda
Barr.
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MISSOURI ANNUAL CONFERENCE
CANDY SHEEHAN, LAY LEADER
Missouri Annual Conference was
held June 12 and 13. Although
most of us were attending
remotely, we were witness to
inspiring messages. We collected
meaningful
offerings
and
conducted important business all
from the comfort of our own
armchairs.
The theme of this year’s
Conference
was
Abundant:
Mind+Body+Spirit. The theme
reflected the church’s mission to
improve global health. Through
our ministries we are encouraging
wholeness and health of mind,
body and spirit. This inspiration
came from John 10:10 which
reminds us of God’s hope and
promise that we may have life and
have it abundantly.
Bishop Farr’s teaching time was
devoted to telling us how
appointments get made. The
Bishop along with his cabinet
spend many hours in prayer and in
matching skills and abilities to the
churches where particular skills
are needed. It is a lengthy process
and rarely easy.
Bishop Farr pointed out several
criteria that a church might want
considered were impossible to
meet. For instance, nearly every
church would like to have a
youthful, male pastor with young
children. Except they want the
pastor to have the experience
necessary to handle any problems
that arise. They have difficulty
accepting the mistakes that are
part of a pastor’s growing process.
When entering the building
using the weekday entrance,
you may notice the Little Free
Library Box.
Thank you, Jennifer and Alex
Tanguay, for taping off the box
and
Nick
Anderson
for
painting it.

The number of pastors available is
often a problem. In fact, part time
pastors are always in short supply.
This year, the shortage also
included 18 full time pastors as well.
One of the most important votes
taken in our business meeting was
the move to change the current nine
districts in Missouri to five districts
by the end of July 2022. The motion
passed. The thinking was that since
we are losing an average of 17
churches a year to disaffiliation or
closing, we could save money by
reducing
our
districts.
By
redistricting we will also eliminate
district apportionments for Missouri
Conference. All expenses for
districts will come from the Missouri
Conference. This should save us
some money in the long run.
At the end of the two days, I did feel
that God does offer us a life with joy
and abundance.
~Candy Sheehan

Joining
Forces

Messages from
the Congregation
Hello Dear Congregation Members whom we have not
seen in the church amongst us lately. Our thoughts go
to you often as we pick up an old Church directory with
pictures and names and then pray for all of you and all
of us. Our prayers and hopes are that you are well and
blessed, especially during the trying times that we all
have endured this past year. When you are able to,
please return and give us the warmth and gift of your
presence amongst us. We await your smiling face as
you enter the Church once again. We are one in the
Spirit wherever our paths take us and lead us back
to. Blessings,
An Anonymous Francis Street First United Methodist
Church Member
Dear Francis Street First,
I understand it is hard to get out of the habit of sitting
in your pjs and having church viewed online. We
opened up the building in March for in-person service.
It would be wonderful to start seeing those off you
again who are still churching at home. Online worship
is ok but there is just something magical about
worshipping together and in-person. We look forward
to seeing you all again, in-person, soon.

On June 15, 2021, our SPPRC and
Trustees committees join forces to
discuss the need to hire a new janitor.
During this meeting, it was decided a
sub committee would be created. This
consisted of two SPPRC and two
Trustees. The purpose of this sub
committee was to create a janitorial
cleaning list, set the hours and pay,
place an ad, interview, and hire. Once
the sub committee finished with that, the
SPPRC took over.
We would like to thank our two
committee members, for meeting and
coming to agreements regarding this
matter. We would like to thank the Sub
Committee, for the work you put forth to
hire our new employee.
Brandy Riley accepted the position not
only as janitor but also as our nursery
attendant.
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FROSTED
LEMONADE
FROM MY KITCHEN TO
YOUR….
1.

2.

3.

4.

Combine the lemonade concentrate, milk
and enough ice to reach a creamy,
thick frozen consistency.
Add the sweetened condensed milk, to
taste, and blend until incorporated.
I usually find that half a 7-ounce
can works well, but you may prefer
a different ratio.
Use less sweetened condensed milk for
a tart drink and add more for a
sweeter drink.
Pour the lemon milkshake into a frosted
glass and garnish with whipped
cream and grated lemon zest.

This frosted frozen lemonade recipe will make six
to eight frosty drinks.
You can freeze what you don’t use immediately.
The lemonade mixture freezes to a creamy, sorbetlike consistency that you can eat with a spoon. I
think I may like it even better that way

Petting Zoo
 Join us on Aug 21, 2021 for a petting zoo
experience in our International Hall.
 Creatures by Theresa will be showing
several animals starting at 12pm and ending
at 3pm.

OUR SUMMER
FOCUS
PASTOR’S MESSAGE
Our Summer Focus
Have you seen our new outdoor
banner? What does it say? It
says, “Stronger Together.” Let's
make it our focus this summer.
In spite of the heat and the
flooding, storms, and the latest
rise of COVID cases, let's stay
together with each other and
with
our
community.
Have you seen our Little
Library full of books for
children and families? This
summer, we keep our doors
open during the week for
children from the community
with a weekly Popsicle Day,
movies and book reading.
Have you heard that our Focus
Prayer Group went live 100
times on Monday, June 21?
Lynette Barr, Candy Sheehan,
Karen Gibson, Becky Hickok,
and Jenni Tanguay pray for
you, your families, our church,
community, and the nation

daily during the week. This does not
take your responsibility to pray
away. Join them in prayers at 9:45
am and also join our church daily at
6 pm to pray for the nation.
Let's stay together in spirit and inperson. In every possible way to
follow the will of God.
Deuteronomy 8:3 NKJV - "He might
make you know that man shall not
live by bread alone, but man lives by
every word that proceeds from the
mouth
of
the
LORD."
In Christ,
Lydia Istomina
Taking care of the church grounds can
be time consuming and physically
draining.
Did you notice the hedges were
trimmed recently? When you see
Wanda and Don Barr, remember to
thank them, and let them know they
did a job well done.
Did you notice the new flowers in the
pots near the front entrance? When
you see Shirley Twombly, remember
to thank her, and let her know they
did a job well done.
3

THE WITNESS

July 2021

FRAN1ST

FRANCIS STREET FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

HONORING THE MEN IN OUR LIVES
GIVEN BY: Linda Myers
IN HONOR OF: Jerry Myers

GIVEN BY: Candy & Mark Sheehan
IN MEMORY OF: D.A. Beattie & Neal Sheehan

GIVEN BY: Lynette Barr
IN HONOR OF: Russell Cole & Harold Barr

GIVEN BY: Shirley Twombly
IN MEMORY OF: Thomas Twombly, Raymond
Twombly, & Earl Arb

GIVEN BY: Lynette Barr
IN HONOR OF: Bud Barr’s 80th Birthday!!

GIVEN BY: Jane Sachs
IN MEMORY OF: Herb Sachs

GIVEN BY: Susan, William, Collin, & Allison Gentry
IN HONOR OF: Mike Gentry

GIVEN BY: Linda Myers
IN MEMORY OF: Harry Myers
GIVEN BY: Suzanne Allen
IN MEMORY OF: Samuel Allen, Henry Adams,
Thomas Hanks, Deacon John Hanks, Samuel Lindry,
Myer Weinraub, Jesse Berry, Ephriam Hanks, Samuel
F Allen.

GIVEN BY: Susan, Mike, William, Collin, & Allison
Gentry
IN HONOR OF: Don Barr
GIVEN BY: Suzanne Allen
IN HONOR OF: Samuel Allen & John Currier
GIVEN BY: Wickie Utley
IN HONOR OF: Mike Ladish

GIVEN BY: Wickie Utley
IN MEMORY OF: Levell Jackson & Philip Weller

Thank you, for supporting the special men in your lives. Your donations will
help support the men at the Juda House. A total of $190 was raised!

HAPPY

TH
4

OF JULY

God Invites Us to Pray. Prayer is an invitation into fellowship with God through Jesus Christ, expressed in adoration, Thanksgiving,
and intercession, through which we draw near to God and learn more of his will for our lives. He invites us into purpose and power
through the power and guidance of the Holy Spirit. Not only this, but prayer is also a communication with God in a relationship of
love. We pray to spend time in silence to hear God's voice in our lives.
Please lift up our Brothers and Sisters,
~Joy Baker, ~Mike Perry (Surgery recovery), ~Suzanne Allen. ~Ted Crail (Hospice), ~Pastor Lydia's mother
and Family (mother is on hospice), ~Deanna Wright (Daughter-in-law of Susan Wright), ~Sue Gentry (Mike
Gentry’s mother), ~Ronny, infected spider bite (neighbor of Becky Hickok), ~Dee Dee Squires (passing of her
son), ~The Tanguay Family and personal matter, ~The Future of our church, ~children suffering at the border
crisis.
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